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Virgil's Aeneid
[bookmark: _GoBack]Poblius Vergilius Maro who is commonly known as Virgil and born in 70BCE is one among the greatest of all Romans Poets. He has written several poems and Aeneid is one of his poetry that he composed. Aeneid is one of the Latin epic poems which is considered to be have written approximately between 29-19BC. The Poem is a legendary story of Aeneas. Aeneas is a Trojan (from a city far Northwest of late Classical antiquity know as Asia Minor) who traveled to Italy and became the Romans ancestor. This poem is one of the longest consisting of 9,896 lines and is divided into two section. The first part which covers the first six of the total twelve books of the poem describes the story of how Aeneas wandered from Troy to Italy. The next second half of the poem discusses the Trojan's ultimate victory in the war against the Latin under which Aeneas and his Trojans followers are destined to be absorbed. Throughout his poetry, Virgil depicts women charters and has made them play an essential role in the story. One of the greatest of all is Dido who is portrayed to be one of the greatest throughout the poetry. Others include Creusa, Lavinia, Andromache, Anna, Amata, and Camila just to highlight a few. He has also illustrated supernatural beings like Juno and Venus and tried to contrast them to bring a clear picture of them to the readers. 
Virgil’s the Aeneid has highly considered the position of a woman throughout the poem. He introduces powerful woman characters with some occupying the roles usually reserved for men. One of his strong women is Dido. From the poem, Dido is the Carthage's queen who is portrayed to be Aeneas’s equal and famine counterpart. She is also depicted as strong, determinant, antagonist, and even an independent woman with heroic dimensions “in her strides she seems the tallest, taller by the head than any at the door…” The same way as Aeneas Dido fled from her homeland as a result of circumstances which could not be avoided.   Dido also leads people out of Tyre and goes ahead to found Carthage. Her leadership qualities are well reviled that Aeneas respects and hopes to use then on founding Rome. Dido rules fairly and justly the Carthaginians and hence maintaining peace and order “Then she began to give them judgment and rulings, to apportion work with fairness, or assign tasks by lot." Her character is presented to be best in her race. All these traits could be attributed to the reason behind Dido being the Virgil’s greatest creation and certainly “one of the greatest in all poetry."
 Apart from Dido, some other women play vital role within Virgil’s the Aeneid. Some of these women include Amata- wife and also the queen of Latinus. Even though her name is a Latin word that means beloved, this seems to be ironical due to her character. She is portrayed to be the main obstacle to the harmony that both Aeneas and Latinus are looking for. She has negative influence all through. Anna is another female character in this poem. She is the sister of Dido, the queen of Carthage. Although Anna is a minor character in this story, her unwise council changes series of events within the story. She convinces Dido to marry Aeneas and forgo the vow that she had made. Camilla is also among the female who is portrayed to be a female warrior of Volscians and Turnus all in a fight against Aeneas's forces. She saws traits of being strong and composed just like Dido. “Amid the carnage, like an Amazon, Camilla rode exultant, one breast bared for fighting ease, her quiver at her back…"These are just examples of the female character and the role they have been used to play in this poetry.
Among the supernatural beings portrayed in Virgil’s the Aeneid are the gods Juno and Venus. Juno is the Jupiter's wife and the queen of gods. She is described as the Trojan's most strong opponent striving to frustrate and delay their Destiney fulfillment of creating a new home in Italy. She hates Trojans just because she is aware of Rome will one day surpass Carthage her favorite city in a world dominance. On the other side is the goddess called Venus. Venus acts on Aeneas's behalf in Juno opposition. She is the mother of Aeneas by archives her mortal lover. However, she at a point allies with rival goddess during an attempt of getting her son settle in Carthage as Dido's husband but eventually she resigns herself and helps Aeneas back to the journey of fulfilling the destiny.
	Throughout the poem Virgil’s the Aeneid women most of women are portrait as strong character with significant influence to the story and mostly through influencing the main male character. However, most of the things they do seems not to come from within them. There seem to be something that quickens their imagination and clings to their memory- this could be the forces of destiny fulfillment. One of them is Creusa the first wife of Aeneas who sacrifices herself for a great cause of the future Roman Empire. Lavinia is another character who is by destiny Aeneas second wife, and thus she has no will of her own. Andromache, on the other hand, is the widow of Trojan Hector and later becomes the wife his brother.  Anna is another character who is the sister of Dido; she successfully convinces her sister to get married to Aeneas though it's against the oath that she took. Amata on the other Hand who is the queen of Latinus acts ironically to the meaning of her name. Her name means beloved, yet she is an obstacle to harmony. Camilla is also among the female warriors in the story who leads in a war against the Trojans and their allies, and she is late killed by Etruscan around. All through this poem, the female characters seem to be driven by something that clinches to their memory and which can be concluded to be the destiny.  
In conclusion, the Virgil’s the Aeneid has considered gender equality significantly by portraying female characters who can play males role successfully. Some were leaders, advisers and others representing a position of the gods. However, most of the actions or decisions that these female characters play seem to be more connected to the destiny than their will. Almost all the female character appears to be driven by the power of fate more than their will. 
